
Season of Creation 
September 6, 2026 ▪ 9:30 am 

 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to Trinity Church 

 

We are committed to being a loving and welcoming community centred in 
the good news of Jesus. We invite you to join us for worship and to take up 
your place with us on our journey. We’d be glad of your presence and grateful 
for your company! 
 
 

   
 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  
23 Church Street ▪ New Hamburg, Ontario ▪ N3A 1J1 

Phone (519) 662-1810 ▪ E-mail mail@telc.ca ▪ Web www.telc.ca 
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Holy Communion 
 

 
 

Gathering  
 Prelude THE ASH GROVE – John Helgen 
Greeting & Announcements 
Thanksgiving for the Waters  
 Gathering Song Come to the Water of Life, page 4 
 Prayer of the Day   
 

Word  
 First Reading Ezekiel 47:9-12, page 4 
 Psalm 104:1, 10-13, 24 page 5 
 Second Reading Revelation 22:1-7, page 5 
 Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, page 6 
 Gospel John 7:37-39, page 6 
 Sermon 
 Hymn of the Day I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say, page 7 
 Affirmation of Faith page 8 
 Prayers of Intercession page 8 
 Peace 
 

Meal  
 Offertory Music River – Thomas Keesecker 
 Offertory Song P1063 God of the Fertile Fields, page 10 
 Offertory Prayer 
 Great Thanksgiving The Lord be with you, page 11 
  Holy, Holy, Holy, page 11 
 Thanksgiving Prayer  
 Lord’s Prayer page 12 
 Invitation All are invited. All are welcome.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Communion Songs Shall We Gather at the River, page 13 
  How Great Thou Art, page 14 
 Prayer after Communion 
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Sending  
 Blessing   
 Sending Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, page 16 
 Dismissal Tend the earth…  
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 Postlude Hallelujah, Amen – George Frideric Handel 

 
 
Serving Today 
 
Presiding Minister:   Rev. Dr. Tanya Varner 
Assisting Minister:   Lily Courtney 
Greeters:     Rob & Carol Murray 
Usher:     Brian Racho 
Altar:     Kathy Eichler 
Musician:     Jamie Courtney 
Technology:     Krista Straus 
Fellowship:     Suzan Deckert 
 

 

We acknowledge that we gather for worship on the traditional territories of 
the Neutral, Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga peoples. 
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Gathering Song Come to the Water of Life 
 

 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 47:9-12 
 
9 Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become 
fresh, and everything will live where the river goes. 10 People will stand 
fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the 
spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the 
Great Sea. 11 But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to 
be left for salt. 12 On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all 
kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but 
they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:1, 10-13, 24  
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; O LORD my God, you are very great! 
You are clothed with majesty and splendor. 

You made the springs into rivers 
that flow between the mountains. 

All the animals drink their fill from them, 
and the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

Beside them the birds of the air make their nests; 
among the branches they lift their voice. 

From your dwelling on high, you water the mountains; 
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your works. 

How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
In wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures. 
 

Second Reading Revelation 22:1-7 

 

  1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves 
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be 
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no light 
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 
  6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, 
the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his 
servants what must soon take place.” 
  7 “See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 
A cantor sings the proper verse. The alleluias are repeated. 
 
 
Gospel John 7:37-39 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
  37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing 
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now he said this about 
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for as yet there was no 
Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 
We believe in God, who creates all things, 

who embraces all things, who celebrates all things, 
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation. 
We believe in God as the source of all life, 
who baptizes this planet with living water. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, seen in the suffering one, 

the poor one, the malnourished one, 
the climate refugee,  
who loves and cares for this world and suffers with it. 
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 
who came to reconcile and renew this world 
and everything in it. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, 

who moves with God 
and who moves among and with us today. 
We believe in everlasting life in God. 
And we believe in the hope that one day God will put an end to 
death and all destructive forces. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for 
the earth and for all in need. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches 
around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, and that all the baptized 
nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine 
blessing, that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, 
that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected. Grant that what 
on earth has been despoiled will be healed. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers 
provide the food humans need, that legislators strive in all things for the 
common good, and that science and technology lead us toward more 
responsible ways to live. Send peace over all lands, especially Columbia, the 
Holy Land, Cameroon, Ukraine, Russia, Congo, Sudan, the United States, 
Iran, Myanmar, and Thailand.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from disease and 
from extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical 
attention and communal support. Give heed to those whose names we call 
out to you, especially Lyle, Steve, Nan, Dorothea, Myles, Stan, Jacob, Jean, 
Mary, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.  [a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For our country we pray: that national and provincial parks, forests, and 
wildlife refuges be safeguarded, that all natural resources benefit the whole 
population, and that our children learn respect for nature. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in communion with 
the earth. Grant that in your good time we join with all your creatures in 
your presence forever.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and 
your whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Offering Song God of the Fertile Fields 
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Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion Song Shall We Gather at the River 
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Communion Song How Great Thou Art 
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Sending Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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 Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
It’s hard to believe that school is just around the corner! On Sunday, 
September 13th, our Trinity community invites our school-aged children and 
youth to bring their backpacks to worship for a Blessing of the Backpacks as 
the new school year gets underway. 
 

 What’s Your Calling? 
 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received.   (1 Peter 4:10) 
 
We have several opportunities for discipleship in our congregation this fall. 
Check out the September issue of the Trinity Dove newsletter for more details 
on ministry opportunities in these areas: 
 
▪ Might you nurture our youngest members? Sunday School teachers are 

needed to take turns twice per month, starting in October. We’ll have an 
informal information session after worship on September 13th for anyone 
considering lending a hand; we aim for 6 to 8 folks to take turns teaching 
in pairs. 

▪ Might you support our sacramental life together? The Altar Guild could 
use one or two more folks, taking a month or two in our yearly rotation 
to set and clear the table for Holy Communion. 

▪ Might you help us expand our learning? The Adult Learning team could 
use a couple of folks to help brainstorm ideas, send invites to speakers, 
and do other supportive tasks. 

 
If you have a calling to serve in one of these areas, or have any questions, 
please speak to Pastor Tanya or Parish Administrator Jamie Courtney. (We 
have met our need for Care Card Ministry helpers.) 
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 Sunday to Sunday 
 

6 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + Season of Creation 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
7 – Monday  Labour Day (church office closed) 
12 – Saturday 7:00 pm AA 
13 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + Season of Creation 
  + Blessing of the Backpacks 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
  
 
 
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021, National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
 
Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, license #A-724555. All 
rights reserved. 
 

Come to the Water of Life 
Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
God of the Fertile Fields (ACS1063) 
Text © 1955, 1983 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company 
 
How Great Thou Art 
Text and arrangement © 1953, 1981 S.K. Hine, Manna Music 
 
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications 

 
Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555, and in addition to the music 
listed above includes: 
 

THE ASH GROVE 
Setting by John Helgen © 2022 Augsburg Fortress 
 
River 
Music by Thomas Keesecker © 2022 Birnamwood Publications 
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Kitch Radke, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 


