
Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2026 ▪ 9:30 am 

 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to Trinity Church 

 

We are committed to being a loving and welcoming community centred in 
the good news of Jesus. We invite you to join us for worship and to take up 
your place with us on our journey. We’d be glad of your presence and grateful 
for your company! 
 
 

   
 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  
23 Church Street ▪ New Hamburg, Ontario ▪ N3A 1J1 

Phone (519) 662-1810 ▪ E-mail mail@telc.ca ▪ Web www.telc.ca 
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Holy Communion 
 

 
 

Gathering  
 Prelude Concerto in A minor – J. S. Bach 
  I. Allegro; II. Adagio 
 Announcements 
 Confession & Forgiveness page 4 
 Gathering Song What Wondrous Love is This, page 5 
 Greeting 
 Kyrie page 6 
 Prayer of the Day   
 

Word  
 First Reading Genesis 12:1-4a, page 6 
 Psalm 121 page 6 
 Second Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, page 7 
 Gospel Acclamation Nothing in All Creation, page 8 
 Gospel John 3:1-17, page 8 
 Sermon 
 Hymn of the Day Womb of Life and Source of Being, page 10 

 Prayers of Intercession page 11 
 Peace 
 

Meal  
 Offertory Music O Holy Jesus – Kevin Sandowsky 
 Offertory Song Create in Me a Clean Heart, page 12 
 Offertory Prayer 
 Great Thanksgiving The Lord be with you, page 13 
  Holy, Holy, Holy, page 14 
 Thanksgiving Prayer  
 Lord’s Prayer page 15 
 Invitation All are invited. All are welcome.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Communion Songs  Lamb of God, page 15 
  Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross, page 16 
  My Faith Looks Up to Thee, page 17 
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 Prayer after Communion 
 

Sending  
 Blessing   
 Sending Song Lift High the Cross, page 18 
 Dismissal Go in peace. Believe the good news.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Postlude Sonata VI: Allegro – Felix Mendelssohn 
 

 
Serving Today 
 
Presiding Minister:   Rev. Tanya Varner 
Assisting Minister:   Nancy Dale 
Greeters:     Marilyn & Bruce Wagler 
Usher:     Diane Godfrey 
Altar:     Kathy Eichler 
Musician:     Corinne Dutton 
Technology:     Rick Ritz 
Fellowship:     Dave Mello 
 
 

We acknowledge that we gather for worship on the traditional territories of 
the Neutral, Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga peoples. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 
offenses. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Response:  Gracious God,  

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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Gathering Song What Wondrous Love is This 
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Kyrie  
 

 
 
 
First Reading Genesis 12:1-4a 
 
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
  4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm 121  
 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
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Behold, the keeper of Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep;  

the LORD watches over you; 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

the sun will not strike you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
and will keep your life. 

The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth forevermore. 

 
Second Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according 
to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be 
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, 
but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father 
of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 
 
Gospel John 3:1-17 
 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and 
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
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about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day Womb of Life and Source of Being 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for 
the world and its needs. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the 
work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your 
church the means to praise your beauty today. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the 
water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect 
conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to 
seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for 
justice, deliverance, and peace, especially Ukraine, Russia, Gaza, Israel, 
Sudan, Myanmar, Syria, Cameroon, Thailand, Cambodia, Venezuela, Iran, 
and the United States. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of 
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by 
hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss, 
especially Stan, Josiah, Mary, Nan, Myles, Amy, Dorothea, and those we 
name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers 
and new members in this. Accompany those who face life transitions and 
new challenges. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in 
death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise 
which saves this whole world by your love. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 
salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 

Offering Song Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion Song Lamb of God 
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Communion Song Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross 
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Communion Song My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
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Sending Song Lift High the Cross 
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 Sunday to Sunday 
 

1 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + Second Sunday in Lent 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 10:45 am Adult Learning: Colours of the Church Year 
2 – Monday 5:00 pm Karate 
3 – Tuesday 9:30 am Prayer Circle 
 10:30 am Bible Study 
 4:15 pm Karate 
4 – Wednesday  12:00 pm Ecumenical Lenten Lunch  
  at Shantz Mennonite Church 
 5:15 pm Music Together 
5 – Thursday 8:45 am Music Together 
 5:30 pm Simple Soup Supper 
 6:30 pm Holden Prayer Around the Cross 
6 – Friday 2:00 pm World Day of Prayer Service  
   at Hillcrest Mennonite 
7 – Saturday 8:45 am Music Together  
 7:30 pm AA 
8 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + Third Sunday in Lent 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 10:45 am Adult Learning:  
  What is the Revised Common Lectionary 
  
 

 Easter Feaster 
 

During the season of Lent, our Trinity community is invited to pause in 
thanksgiving for the bounty that will be on many of our tables for our Easter 
dinners. In response, consider sharing with those using the Food Bank at 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre by donating an item or two to our “Easter 
Feaster” food campaign. All donations can be left in the baskets at the 
entrances. Monetary donations are welcomed also; simply mark an offering 
envelope or e-transfer as “food bank”. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021, National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
 
Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, license #A-724555. All 
rights reserved. 

 
What Wondrous Love is This 
Arrangement © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
Womb of Life and Source of Being 
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Music © 1985, 1991 Estate of Skinner Chávez-Melo 
 
Create in Me a Clean Heart 
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
Lift High the Cross 
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company 
 

Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 


