
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 ▪ 9:30 am 

 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to Trinity Church 

 

We are committed to being a loving and welcoming community centred in 
the good news of Jesus. We invite you to join us for worship and to take up 
your place with us on our journey. We’d be glad of your presence and grateful 
for your company! 
 
 

   
 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  
23 Church Street ▪ New Hamburg, Ontario ▪ N3A 1J1 

Phone (519) 662-1810 ▪ E-mail mail@telc.ca ▪ Web www.telc.ca 
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Holy Communion 
 

 
 

Gathering  
 Prelude Canzona – Claudio Merulo 
Greeting & Announcements 
 Gathering Song Gather Us In, page 4 
 Prayer of the Day   
 

Word  
 First Reading Isaiah 58:1-9a, page 5 
 Psalm 112 page 6 
 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, page 6 
 Gospel Acclamation Celtic Alleluia, page 7 
 Gospel Matthew 5:13-20, page 8 
 Sermon 
 Hymn of the Day O God of Light, page 9 
 Prayers of Intercession page 9 
 Peace 
 

Meal  
 Offertory Music Arise, Shine, for Your Light Has Come  
   – Mark Bender 
 Offertory Song Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, page 11 
 Offertory Prayer 
 Great Thanksgiving The Lord be with you, page 12 
  Holy, Holy, Holy, page 12 
 Thanksgiving Prayer  
 Lord’s Prayer page 14 
 Invitation All are invited. All are welcome.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Communion Songs Lord, Whose Love, page 15 
  Let Justice Flow Like Streams, page 16 
 Prayer after Communion 
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Sending  
 Blessing   
 Sending Song God’s Work, Our Hands, page 17 
 Dismissal Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Postlude Fugue in G – Georg Philipp Telemann 
 

 
Serving Today 
 
Presiding Minister:   Rev. Tanya Varner 
Assisting Minister:   Marilyn Hoffman 
Acolyte:     Hunter MacLaren 
Greeter:     Millie Buehlow 
Usher:     Bruce Wagler 
Altar:     Judy Hahn-Yutzi 
Musicians:     Jamie Courtney, Keith Thompson, Trinity Choir 
Technology:     Krista Straus 
Fellowship:     Melissa Racho 
 
 

We acknowledge that we gather for worship on the traditional territories of 
the Neutral, Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga peoples. 
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Gathering Song Gather Us In 
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First Reading Isaiah 58:1-9a 
 

 1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
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  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm Refrain Psalm 112 
 

 
 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came 
to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my 
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not 
on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 
  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom 
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we 
speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is 
written,  
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 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they 
put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the 
law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 
of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day O God of Light 

 

 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true 
to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled 
world. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and 
water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and 
songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of 
violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and bring 
peace to war zones and places of conflict, especially Ukraine, Russia, Gaza, 
Israel, Sudan, Myanmar, Syria, Cameroon, Thailand, Cambodia, Venezuela, 
Iran, and the United States. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who 
experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. 
Comfort those who are sick or grieving, especially Stan, Josiah, Mary, Nan, 
Myles, Amy, Dorothea, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts. [a pause]  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our 
ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and disciples. Form us to be salt and 
light for the neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives 
of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us 
in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

Offering Song Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion Song Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
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Communion Song Let Justice Flow Like Streams 
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Sending Song God’s Work, Our Hands 
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 Sunday to Sunday 
 

8 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + 5 Epiphany 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 10:45 am Adult Learning:  
  Lutheran Liturgy: Why We Do What We Do 
9 – Monday 5:00 pm Karate 
 6:30 pm Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal 
10 – Tuesday 10:30 am Bible Study 
 4:15 pm Karate 
11 – Wednesday  5:15 pm Music Together 
 7:00 pm Confirmation Class 
12 – Thursday 8:45 am Music Together 
 7:00 pm Trinity Choir Rehearsal  
14 – Saturday 8:45 am Music Together  
 7:30 pm AA 
15 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship +  
  Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 10:45 am Adult Learning:  
  Understanding Church Structure 
 2:00 pm Nithview Worship 
  
 

 
 Annual Meeting & Annual Report 
 

Trinity’s Church Council has set the date for our next annual meeting, Sunday 
February 22nd at 10:45 am. Please join us for our yearly review of mission and 
ministry and as we look ahead to the coming year. The Annual Report is now 
available for pick up in the narthex; to keep printing costs down, if you take a 
printed copy please it back with you for the Annual Meeting. A digital version 
was distributed in Friday’s weekly emailer. 
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 Flowers for Worship 
 

The 2026 flower chart is now available. If you would like to contribute flowers 
for worship to mark and occasion, either solemn or joyous, please add your 
name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. Flowers from 
you garden (come summertime!) or from your favourite florist are most 
welcome. 
 
 

 2025 Tax Receipts 
 

Tax receipts reflecting financial donations in 2025 have now been mailed. 
Thank you to our Financial Secretary, Holly McCurdy, for her work in 
preparing the receipts. We are grateful to all folks who support our mission 
and ministry through gifts of time, talents, and treasure. 
 
 

 Soup Suppers & Evening Worship 
 

On Thursdays in Lent, starting February 26th, we gather for a simple soup 
supper at 5:30 pm, followed by Holden Prayer Around the Cross at 6:30 pm. 
If you care to contribute soup our bread to the meal, please use the sign-up 
sheet in the narthex 
 
 

 Easter Feaster 
 

During the upcoming season of Lent, our Trinity community is invited to pause 
in thanksgiving for the bounty that will be on many of our tables for our Easter 
dinners. In response, consider sharing with those using the Food Bank at 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre by donating an item or two to our “Easter 
Feaster” food campaign. All donations can be left in the baskets at the 
entrances. Monetary donations are welcomed also; simply mark an offering 
envelope or e-transfer as “food bank”. 

 
 
 
 



 Ash Wednesday 
 

Trinity’s Lenten journey begins with Ash Wednesday worship on February 
18th. We gather for worship with friends from Zion United and St. George’s 
Anglican in a shared service at Zion United at 7:00 pm. 

 
 
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021, National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
 
Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, license #A-724555. All 
rights reserved. 

 
Let Streams of Living Justice 
Text © 1989 William Whitla 
 
Celtic Alleluia 
Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 
 
Build a Longer Table 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Adaptation © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
O God of Mercy, God of Light 
Arrangement © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

 
Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555, and in addition to the music 
listed above includes: 
 

Adagio 
Arranged by Malcolm C. Wilson © 2008 Agape 
 
Sanctus 
Setting by Bradley Sowash © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 
 

 
 

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 


