
Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2025 ▪ 7:00 pm 

 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to Trinity Church 

 

We are committed to being a loving and welcoming community centred in 
the good news of Jesus. We invite you to join us for worship and to take up 
your place with us on our journey. We’d be glad of your presence and grateful 
for your company! 
 
 

   
 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  
23 Church Street ▪ New Hamburg, Ontario ▪ N3A 1J1 

Phone (519) 662-1810 ▪ E-mail mail@telc.ca ▪ Web www.telc.ca 
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Holy Communion 
 

 
 

Gathering  
 Prelude Variations sur «In dulci jubilo»  
  – Denis Bédard 
 Christmas Proclamation 
 Processional Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful, page 4 
 Greeting 
 Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High, page 6 
 Prayer of the Day 
 

Word  
 Reading Isaiah 9:2-7, page 7 
 Gospel Acclamation Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, stanza 1, page 8 
 Gospel Luke 2:1-20, page 9 
 Gospel Acclamation Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, stanza 2 
 Sermon  
 Hymn of the Day Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, page 10 
 Nicene Creed page 12 
 Prayers of Intercession page 13 
 Peace 
 

Meal  
 Offertory Anthem Away in a Manger – Thomas Keesekcer 
 Offertory Song What Child is This, page 14 
 Offertory Prayer 
 Great Thanksgiving The Lord be with you, page 15 
  Holy, Holy, Holy, page 15 
 Thanksgiving Prayer 
 Lord’s Prayer page 17  
 Invitation All are invited. All are welcome.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 Communion Songs  While Shepherds Watched, page 18 
  Once in Royal David’s City, page 19 
  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, page 20 
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 Prayer after Communion 
 Post-Communion Carol Joy to the World, page 21  
 
 

Sending  

 Candle Lighting John 1:1-14 
 Candle Lighting Music VOM HIMMEL HOCH – Walter L. Pelz 
 Blessing   
 Sending Song Silent Night, Holy Night!, page 22 
 Dismissal Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 Postlude Joy to the World – Franklin D. Ashdown 
 

 
 
Serving Today 
 
Presiding Minister:   Rev. Tanya Varner 
Assisting Minister:   Amy Courtney 
Acolytes:     Emma Ramer & Lillian Krause 
Greeter:     Bob Pearson 
Ushers:     Ken Seltzer & Tom Hinz 
Altar:     Nancy Brodrecht 
Musicians:     Jamie Courtney, Trinity Christmas Choir 
Technology:     Krista Straus 
 
 

We acknowledge that we gather for worship on the traditional territories of 
the Neutral, Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga peoples. 
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Processional Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
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  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

Stanza one is sung before the Gospel; Stanza two after the Gospel. 
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Gospel Luke 2:1-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
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taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Hymn of the Day Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 
creation, and all who are in need. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth 
together before the manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church 
in love as we rejoice in the news of your coming. 
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices 
with the roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing 
for joy on this holy night. 
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our 
hands, feet, and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor 
and turn swords into plowshares, especially in Ukraine, Russia, Gaza, Israel, 
Sudan, Myanmar, Syria, Cameroon, Thailand, Cambodia.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send 
us into the world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially 
those who are sick or struggling.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and 
clothing ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. 
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who 
mourn hope in the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. 
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
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With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, 
O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 
Offering Song What Child is This 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 

Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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17 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion Song While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
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Communion Song Once in Royal David’s City 
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Communion Song ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
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Post-Communion Carol Joy to the World 
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Sending Song Silent Night, Holy Night! 
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 Sunday to Sunday 
 

24 – Wednesday 5:00 pm In-Person Worship + Christmas Eve 
 7:00 pm Hybrid Worship + Christmas Eve 
25 – Thursday  Christmas Day (church office closed) 
26 – Friday  Boxing Day (church office closed) 
27– Saturday 7:30 pm AA 
28 – Sunday 9:30 am Hybrid Worship + Lessons and Carols 
 10:30 am Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
  
 

 Year-End Offerings 
 

We are grateful for the generosity of those who support our mission and 
ministry at Trinity through gifts of time, talent, and treasure. 
 
If you are considering an extra financial donation as the year winds down, 
perhaps to our General Fund or Major Capital Expenditures Fund, please note 
that all offerings must be received by Sunday, December 28th to appear on 
your 2025 tax receipt. 
 
 

 Offering Envelopes 
 

Boxed sets of weekly offering envelopes for 2026 are now available for pick 
up in the narthex. If you have not received boxed offering envelopes before 
and would like some, please contact the church office. (Givers on pre-
authorized remittance, PAR, do not receive envelopes.) 
 
 

 Pastoral Care 
 

Pastor Tanya will be on vacation from December 29th to January 11th. Pastor 
Stephen Larson will be on call for any pastoral emergencies and can be 
reached at 519-574-2464. 
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 Candle Lighting 
 

During tonight’s worship service, in-person worshippers may participate in 
the lighting of individual candles prior to singing Silent Night. An usher will 
come to each pew to light the candle of the person closest to the centre aisle. 
Please then share the light with everyone in your pew. Candles can be 
extinguished after Silent Night and can be deposited in bins as you depart. At-
home (online) worshippers are invited to each light a candle in their homes. 
 
 

 Online Donations 
 

Trinity is grateful for all donations to support our mission and ministry in New 
Hamburg, Wilmot Township, and beyond.  
 
We offer several options for donations besides via the offering plate during 
worship. Visit telc.ca/donations for details including e-transfers, the best 
choice for one-time online donations. 
 
 

 Annual Meeting & Annual Report 
 

Trinity’s Church Council has set the date for our next annual meeting, Sunday, 
February 22nd at 10:45 am. Please join us for our yearly review of mission and 
ministry and as we look ahead to the coming year. For those folks who 
normally submit reports and information for the Annual Report, please note 
that the deadline for submissions is Monday, January 19th. Reports in 
electronic format are preferred and can be sent via email to Jamie Courtney 
in the church office: courtney@telc.ca. 
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Poinsettias 
 
Thank you to all those who assisted with the purchase of  
poinsettias in memory of loved ones this Christmas season.  
 
 

 Gwen & Wilson Abraham Larry Keller Ruth Haveling 
 Diane Abraham Mary Ann Keller Lynn & Keith Thompson 
 
 Nancy Arbuckle Larry Goring Hunter Becker 
 Jim Arbuckle Diane Goring Ross & Jane Eichler 
 
 Sid Cheeseman Jack & Helen Pearson Phil Heinze 
 Richard & Jo-Anne Schwass Robert Pearson Carolin Heinze 
 
 Howard & Esther Schwass Bruce Hammer Jim Eichler 
 Richard & Jo-Anne Schwass Anne Hammer Gerry & Kathy Eichler 
  
 Chris & Dick Ritz All the Saints Art Long 
 Rick & Janice Ritz Lisa Hagen & Randy Thomson Jeannette Long 
 
 Betty & Oscar Keller Erna & Werner Borch Barry Kalbfleisch 
 Rick & Janice Ritz Hans & Katharine Borch Julie Kalbfleisch 
 
 Stephanie May Paul & Margaret Ludolph Marlene Yutzi 
 Rick & Janice Ritz Hans & Katharine Borch Del Yutzi & Judy Hahn-Yutzi 
 
 Larry Keller John & Ella Funk Bernice Stemmler 
 Rick & Janice Ritz Melissa & Brian Racho Del Yutzi & Judy Hahn-Yutzi 
 
 Shirley Unrau Wally & Marg Racho Dianne Wilkinson 
 Rick & Janice Ritz Melissa & Brian Racho Del Yutzi & Judy Hahn-Yutzi 
 
 Larry Godfrey Jean E. Cook Murray Deckert 
 Diane Godfrey Bonnie Gordon Suzan Deckert 
 
 Virginia Schmidt Bruce Hoffman Jack & Helen Pearson 
 Peter Kim Schmidt Ken & Marilyn Hoffman Lyle & Robin Pearson 
 
 John Schmidt Bob Murray  
 Peter Kim Schmidt Betty Murray  
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
 
Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, license #A-724555. All 
rights reserved. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Adaptation © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Text © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music Company 
 

Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555, and in addition to the music 
listed above includes: 
 

Variations sur «In dulci jubilo» 

Setting by Denis Bédard © 1993 Éditions Cheldar 
 
VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
Setting by Walter L. Pelz © 2018 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Joy to the World 
Setting by Franklin D. Ashdown © 2015 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Away in a Manger 
Music by Thomas Keesecker © 2025 Birnamwood Publications 
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Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Richard Schwass, interim visitation pastor 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 


